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Lesson IV -Overview: 
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Lesson V - Jehovah's Witness: 
Our brothers and sisters in Christ?
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Lesson V ~ Overview:

1. What Jehovah’s Witness’ 
Claim & believe 

2. A Brief History of Their 
Church 

3. Prophecies 

4. The New World Translation 

5. A look at Scripture
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Watchtower Organization:

The Watchtower 
believes that it is God’s 
sole collective channel 
for the flow of Biblical 
truth to men on earth.  

(The Watchtower, July 15, 
1960 p. 439)
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Jehovah’s Witness Beliefs

• Trinity 

• Deity of Christ 

• Holy Spirit 

• Hell
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Charles Taze Russell

Founder & 1st President 
1872-1916 

Born February 16th, 1852.
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Charles Taze Russell

Studies in the Scriptures 

More important than 
the Word of God?
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Lawsuit: Russell v. Ross
Charles Taze Russell sued 
Reverend J.J. Ross for 
defamation of character. 
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‘Judge’ Joseph F. Rutherford

2nd President 1917-1942 

Name change to Jehovah’s 
Witness 

Many prophesies  
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‘Judge’ Joseph F. Rutherford

Beth-Sarim
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‘Judge’ Joseph F. Rutherford

Beth-Sarim
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Nathan H. Knorr

3rd President 1942-1977 

New World Translation 

False prophesy
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"Many schools now have student counselors who encourage 
one to pursue higher education after high school, to pursue a 

career with a future in this system of things. Do not be 
influenced by them. Do not let them "brainwash" you with the 

Devil's propaganda to get ahead, to make something of 
yourself in this world. This world has very little time left! Any 
"future" this world offers is no future! Wisely, then, let God's 

Word influence you in selecting a course that will result in your 
protection and blessing. Make pioneer service, the full-time 
ministry, with the possibility of Bethel or missionary service 

your goal. This is a life that offers an everlasting future!"  

Watchtower 1969 Mar 15 p.171
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Nathan H. Knorr

3rd President 1942-1977 

New World Translation 

False prophesy

www.learningislifelong.us



"11It may be that some who have been serving God 
have planned their lives according to a mistaken 

view of just what was to happen on a certain date 
or in a certain year. They may have, for this 

reason, put off or neglected things that they 
otherwise would have cared for. But they have 

missed the point of the Bible’s warnings concerning 
the end of this system of things, thinking that Bible 

chronology reveals the specific date.”  

~Watchtower, 1976 May 15 p 440-441
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Fredrick W. Franz

4th President 1977-1992 

Problems in court
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Douglas Walsh Trial Scotland 1954)

Watchtower officials 
attempted to establish that 
Jehovah's Witness were a 
"religion" with "ministers“. 

Franz (Vice president) gave 
testimony during the case
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Douglas Walsh Trial Scotland 1954)
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Other Watchtower Presidents

Milton G. Henschel (1992-2000) 

Don Adams (2000-2014) 

Robert Ciranko (2014-Present)
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The Mouthpiece of God? 
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God’s STANDARD for Prophets

Deuteronomy 18:20-22 
	  

But the prophet who speaks a word presumptuously in My name 
which I have not commanded him to speak, or which he speaks in 

the name of other gods, that prophet shall die. You may say in 
your heart, 'How will we know the word which the LORD has not 
spoken? When a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the 
thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing which 

the LORD has not spoken the prophet has spoken it 
presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him. 
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God’s STANDARD for Prophets 
Prophets must meet God’s standard

The mark of a TRUE prophet of 
God: 

ALL prophecies come true. 

The mark of a FALSE prophet: 

Prophecies don’t come 
true. 

Even if it is only one!
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Charles Taze Russell: Prophecies

1874- The Second coming of 
Christ 

1914- The invisible coming of 
Christ 

1914- The End of the Time of 
the Gentiles
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‘Judge’ Joseph F. Rutherford: Prophecy

1925- The return of the 
Patriarchs 
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Question: Do you still maintain a property known as Beth-Sarim in 
San Diego, California? 

Answer: No 

Question: Beth-Sarim was, was it not, a mansion in San Diego kept for 
the second coming of some of the prophets? 

Answer: Kept for the resurrected Prophets. 

Question: Namely who? 

Answer: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, Moses, and so on – Daniel.
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Question: Was that in the days of Judge Rutherford or Pastor Russell? 

Answer: No, that was in the days of Judge Rutherford. 

Question: Were the whole body of Witnesses instructed to accept that the 
mansion was being kept for that purpose? 

Answer: Yes. 

Question: What has come of the mansion? 

Answer: It has been sold. 

Question: Why?
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Answer: Because it was there, and the prophets had not yet come 
back to occupy it, to make use of it, and the Society had no use 
for it at the time, it was in charge of a caretaker, and it was causing 
expense, and our understanding of the Scriptures opened up more 
and more concerning the Princes, which will include those 
prophets, and so the property was sold as serving no present 
purpose. 

Question: Am I right that it was at one time forecast that in 1925 
Abraham and other Prophets would come back to earth? 

Answer: They were expected to come back approximately then.
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Question: But they did not come? 

Answer: No. 

Question: It was published, was it not, to the body of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses that that was to be expected in 1925? 

Answer: Yes. 

Question: But that was wrong? 

Answer: Yes, and Judge Rutherford admitted it to the Headquarters.
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Nathan Knorr: Prophecies

1975- The end of human 
history 
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“True, there have been those in times past who 
predicted an "end to the world," even announcing 
a specific date. Yet nothing happened. The "end" 

did not come. They were guilty of false 
prophesying. Why? What was missing? Missing 
from such people were God's truths and the 

evidence that he was guiding and using them.”  

~(Awake, Oct. 8, 1968)

www.learningislifelong.us



Failed Prophecies:

	  
"It is God’s sole collective channel for the flow of 

Biblical truth to men on earth." 
(The Watchtower, July 15, 1960 p. 439) 
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Failed Prophecies:

	  
"It is God’s sole collective channel for the flow of 

Biblical truth to men on earth." 
(The Watchtower, July 15, 1960 p. 439) 
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The New World Translation

New World Translation 
Committee: 

Translation committee 
kept secret 

Raymond Franz 
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Arius

• Arius of Alexandria 
(A.D. 256~A.D.336) 
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Council of Nicaea in A.D. 325
“We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of all 
things visible and invisible, and in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, the only-begotten of the Father, that is, 
of the substance of the Father, God from God, light from 
light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
substance with the Father, through whom all things came 
to be, those things that are in heaven and those things 
that are on earth, who for us men and for our salvation 
came down and was made flesh, and was made man, 
suffered, rose the third day, ascended into the heavens, 
and will come to judge the living and the dead…” 
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The Doctrine of Hell

Isaiah 66:24 
"Then they will go forth and look on the corpses 
of the men who have transgressed against Me 
for their worm will not die and their fire will not be 
quenched; and they will be an abhorrence to all 
mankind."

www.learningislifelong.us



The Doctrine of Hell

Mark 9:43-48 
43If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter 
life crippled, than, having your two hands, to go into hell, into the 
unquenchable fire, 44where their worm does not die, and the fire is not 
quenched. 45If your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for 
you to enter life lame, than, having your two feet, to be cast into hell, 
46where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched. 47If your eye 
causes you to stumble, throw it out; it is better for you to enter the 
kingdom of God with one eye, than, having two eyes, to be cast into hell, 
48where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched. 
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The God of the Bible
Isaiah 43:10 (NASB) 

10…Before Me there was no God formed, And there will 
be none after Me. 

Isaiah 44:6 (NASB) 
6…I am the first and I am the last, 
And there is no God besides Me. 

Isaiah 45:5 (NASB) 
5“I am the Lord, and there is no other; Besides Me 

there is no God.
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The God of the Bible

Genesis 1:26 

“Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 	
likeness…’” 

Genesis 3:22 

“Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of Us…” 

Genesis 11:7 

"Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, so that they will not 
understand one another's speech.”
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Doctrine of The Holy Spirit

Hebrew 3:7-11 
7Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, “Today if you hear His 
voice, 8Do not harden your hearts as when they provoked Me, 
As in the day of trial in the wilderness, 9Where your fathers 
tried Me by testing Me, And saw My works for forty years. 

10“Therefore I was angry with this generation, And said, ‘They 
always go astray in their heart, And they did not know My 
ways’; 11As I swore in My wrath, ‘They shall not enter My rest.’”
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Doctrine of The Holy Spirit

Psalm 95:7-11 
7For He is our God, And we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand. 
Today, if you would hear His voice, 8Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, As in the 
day of Massah in the wilderness, 9“When your fathers tested Me, They tried Me, though 
they had seen My work. 10“For forty years I loathed that generation, And said they are a 
people who err in their heart, And they do not know My ways. 11“Therefore I swore in My 
anger, Truly they shall not enter into My rest.” 

Exodus 17:7 
7He named the place Massah and Meribah because of the quarrel of the sons of Israel, 
and because they tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us, or not?”
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Doctrine of The Holy Spirit

Acts 5:3-4  

But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to 

lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back some of the 

price of the land? While it remained unsold, did it not remain 
your own? And after it was sold, was it not under your 
control? Why is it that you have conceived this deed in your 

heart? You have not lied to men but to God." 
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The Deity of Christ

This is shown in the Scripture through:  

1. What Jesus said and taught 

2. The reaction of the Jewish leaders 

3. Who Jesus’ Disciples & Apostles said He was 
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What Jesus said and taught

• Mark 2:5-7 ‘to the paralytic He said…your 
sins are forgiven…’  

• John 10:30 ‘I and the Father are one’  

• John 14:9 ‘…he who has seen Me has seen 
the Father…’
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What Jesus said and taught

• John 8:58 ‘…before Abraham 
was born, I am’ (Exodus 3:13-15) 
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The reaction of the Jewish leaders

• John 10:30-33 

30I and the Father are one.’ 31Again the Jews picked up 
stones to stone him, 32but Jesus said to them, I have 
shown you many great miracles from the Father. For 
which of these do you stone me?’ 33We are not stoning 
you for any of these,’ replied the Jews, ‘but for 
blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be 
God.’ 
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Peter(Matthew 16:15-16)

15[Jesus] said to them, 
"But who do you say 
that I am?" 16Simon 
Peter answered, "You 
are the Christ, the Son 
of the living God." 
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Thomas (John 20:27-28) 

27Then [Jesus] said to 
Thomas, ‘Put your finger 
here; see my hands. 
Reach out your hand and 
put it into my side. Stop 
doubting and believe.’ 	
28Thomas said to him, ‘My 
Lord and my God’!’
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John (John 1:1, 14) 

1In the beginning was the 
Word, and the word was with 

God, and the Word 
was God. 14The word 
became flesh and 

made his dwelling among us.

www.learningislifelong.us



Paul (Philippians 2:5-8) 

5 Your attitude should be the same as 

that of Christ Jesus: 6Who being 
in very nature God, did not 

consider equality with God something 
to be grasped, 7but made himself 
nothing, taking the very nature of a 
servant, being made in human likeness. 
8And being found in appearance as a 

man, he humbled himself and 
became obedient to death- even 
death on a cross! 
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Did Jesus believe He was God or 
equal with God?

Overview of Who Jesus’ Disciples & Apostles thought he 
was 

• Peter                     "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."  

• Thomas                “‘My Lord and my God’!’” 

• John                     “the Word was God…” 

• Paul                       “Christ Jesus: Who being in very nature God” 
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Pliny the Younger
• Was a Roman author and 

administrator 
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Pliny the Younger
They were in the habit of meeting on a certain fixed day 
before it was light, when they sang in alternate verses a 
hymn to Christ, as to a god, and bound themselves by a 
solemn oath, not to do any wicked deeds, but never to 

commit any fraud, theft or adultery, never to falsify their 
word, nor deny a trust when they should be called upon 

to deliver it up; after which it was their custom to 
separate, and then reassemble to partake of food- but 

food of an ordinary and innocent kind.
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Lucian of Samosata

• Second-century Greek writer 

• His works contain sarcastic 
critiques of Christianity 
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Lucian of Samosata
The Christians, you know, worship a man to this day- the 

distinguished personage who introduced their novel rites, and was 
crucified on that account…You see, these misguided creatures start 
with the general conviction that they are immortal for all time, which 
explains the contempt of death and voluntary self-devotion which 
are so common among them; and then it was impressed on them by 
their original lawgiver that they are all brothers, from the moment 

that they are converted, and deny the gods of Greece, and worship 
the crucified sage, and live after his laws. All this they take quite on 

faith, with the result that they despise all worldly goods alike, 
regarding them merely as common property
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Early Church Father’s
• Ignatius (A.D. 35 - A.D. 108) 

• Polycarp (A.D. 69 - A.D. 155) 

• Clement (A.D. 35 - A.D. 100) 
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Doctrine of The Trinity

Matthew 28:19 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

2 Corinthians 13:14 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
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Doctrine of The Trinity

1 Peter 1:2 
According to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to 
obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His 
blood: May grace and peace be yours in the 
fullest measure.
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Our Jehovah’s Witness Friends

• Scripture warns us 
that:  

15[Satan’s] servants 
also masquerade as 

servants of 
righteousness…  

II Corinthians 11:15
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