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Lesson III: Overview

In our last study we looked at 
the Reliability of Scripture: 

• Manuscript evidence 

• Archeological evidence 

• Extra-Biblical evidence
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Lesson IV - Mormonism:  
Brothers & Sisters in Christ?
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Christian Denomination or Religious Cult?

In this study we are 
going to look at: 
1. What Mormon's believe 

2. The Origin of Mormonism 

3. Prophecies 

4. The Book of Mormon 

5. Are we serving the same Jesus?  

6. A look at Scripture
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The God of the Bible
Isaiah 43:10 (NASB) 

10…Before Me there was no God 
formed, And there will be none 

after Me. 

Isaiah 44:6 (NASB) 
6…I am the first and I am the last, 

And there is no God besides 
Me. 

Isaiah 45:5 (NASB) 
5“I am the Lord, and there is no 
other; Besides Me there is no 

God.

2 Samuel 7:22 (NASB) 
22 …there is no God besides You… 

1 Corinthians 8:4 (NASB) 
4…there is no God but one. 

John 5:44 (NASB) 
44…you do not seek the glory that 

is from the one and only God? 

1 Timothy 1:17 (NASB) 
17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, 
invisible, the only God, be honor 

and glory forever and ever. Amen.



God evolved into Godhood

“I will go back to the beginning before the world was, to 
show what kind of being God is. What sort of being was God 

in the beginning?... God himself was once as we are now, 
and is an exalted man, and sits enthroned in yonder 

heavens!... We have imagined and supposed that God was 
God from all eternity. I will refute that idea, and take away 
the veil, so that you may see… he was once a man like us; 

yea that God himself, the Father of us all, dwelt on an earth, 
the same as Jesus Christ himself did…” ~Joseph Smith 
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There are many Gods

“I will preach on the plurality of Gods. I have 
selected this text for that express purpose. 

I wish to declare I have always and in all 
congregations when I have preached on the 
subject of Deity, it has been the plurality of 
Gods. It has been preached by the Elders 

for fifteen years…” ~Joseph Smith
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Man can become a God

“As man is, God once was;   
as God is, man may become.”  

~Lorenzo Snow
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Salvation is by…
Isaiah 64:6 (NASB) 

6…All our righteous deeds are like a filthy 
garment… 

Romans. 3:28 (NASB) 
…man is justified by faith apart from works of 

the Law. 

Romans 5:1 (NASB) 
Therefore, having been justified by faith, we 

have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ 

Galatians 2:16 (NASB) 
16…a man is not justified by the works of the Law 
but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have 

believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be 
justified by faith in Christ and not by the works 

of the Law; since by the works of the Law no 
flesh will be justified. 

Romans 11:6 (NASB) 
6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis 

of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace. 

Galatians 2:21 (NASB) 
21 I do not nullify the grace of God, for if 

righteousness comes through the Law, then 
Christ died needlessly.” 

Galatians 3:5-6 (NASB) 
5 So then, does He who provides you with the 
Spirit and works miracles among you, do it by 

the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?
6 Even so Abraham believed God, and it was 

reckoned to him as righteousness. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 (NASB) 
8 For by grace you have been saved through 

faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of 
God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one 

may boast.



Works salvation
“For we labor diligently to write, to persuade 

our children, and also our brethren, to believe 
in Christ, and to be reconciled to God; for we 

know that it is by grace that we are saved, 
after all we can do.”  

~2 Nephi 25:23
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Works salvation

“I Have the power to save myself, and if I do not 
save myself, who will save me? All have that 
privilege, and naught can save us but obedience 
to the commandments of God”.  

Herber C. Kimball 
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What do Mormons believe?

Salvation by Grace: "see Good Works"
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They are the only true church

The Mormon Church is the only 
church that the Lord is ‘pleased’ with. 

~Doctrines & Covenants 1:30
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They are the only true church

This is not just another Church. This is not 
just 	one of a family of Christian churches. 

This is the Church and kingdom of 
God, the only true Church upon the 

face of the earth…"  

~Ezra Taft Benson 
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They are the only true church

“If it had not been for Joseph Smith and the 
restoration, there would be no salvation. 

There is no salvation outside The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter- day Saints”  

~Bruce McConkie
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The Origin of Mormonism: 
Joseph Smith Jr.

• Born December 23, 1805. 

• Parents  - Joseph Sr. & 
Lucy Smith
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The Origin of Mormonism: 
Joseph Smith Sr.

• Money -  

• Digging 

• Minting 

• Counterfeiting 
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The Origin of Mormonism: 
Lucy Smith

• Believed that all 
churches had 
become corrupted. 
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The Origin of Mormonism: 
Occult Practices?

“By the early 1820’s 
the Smith family had 

already participated in 
a wide range of magic 

practices.” 
~Michael Quinn
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The Origin of Mormonism: 
Occult Practices?

“Several generations 
of the Smith family 

were influenced by the 
magic world view 

before the 1800s.” 
~Michael Quinn
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The Origin of Mormonism: 
Occult Practices?

“the families neighbors 
in Palmyra and 

adjacent Manchester… 
reported that his family 

retained witchcraft 
beliefs in the 1820’s.” 

~Michael Quinn
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The Origin of Mormonism: 
Occult Practices?

“Feyette Lapham traveled to 
Manchester in 1830 to learn about 

Mormon claims directly from the Smiths. 
He spoke at length with the prophet’s 
father and later wrote: ‘This Joseph 

Smith, Senior we soon learned, from his 
own lips, was a firm believer in 

witchcraft and other supernatural 
things; and brought up his family in the 

same belief.’” 
~Michael Quinn
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Joseph Smith Jr.
• His dad said that: 

Joseph Smith Jr. 
would use ‘Peek 
Stones’ to locate 
buried treasure
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What others said
They lived a sort of vagrant life, and were 

principally known as money-diggers. Jo from a 
boy appeared dull and utterly destitute of 

genius; but his father claimed for him a sort of 
second sight, a power to look into the depths of 

the earth, and discover where its precious 
treasures were hid. Consequently long before 
the idea of a GOLDEN BIBLE entered their 
minds, in their excursions for money-digging, 

which I believe usually occurred in the night, that 
they might conceal from others the knowledge of 
the place where they struck upon treasures, Jo 
used to be usually their guide, putting into a hat 
a peculiar stone he had through which he looked 

to decide where they should begin to dig.  



What others said
“I first became acquainted with 
Joseph Smith, Jr. in November, 
1825. He was at that time in the 

employ of a set of men who were 
called ‘money-diggers,’ and his 

occupation was that of seeing, or 
pretending to see, by means of a 
stone placed in his hat, and his 
hat closed over his face. In this 
way he pretended to discover 

minerals and hidden treasure…”



What others said
“…His appearance at this time, was 
that of a careless young man, not 

very well educated, and very saucy 
and insolent to his father. Smith and 
his father, with several other money-
diggers, boarded at my house while 

they were employed in digging…
After these occurrences, young 
Smith made several visits at my 
house, and at length asked my 

consent to his marrying my daughter 
Emma…”



What others said
“...This I refused, and gave my 

reasons for so doing; some of which 
were, that he was a stranger, and 

followed a business that I could not 
approve; he then left the place. Not 

long after this he returned, and while 
I was absent from home, carried off 
my daughter into the state of New 

York, where they were married 
(February, 1826), without my 
approbation or consent…” 

~Isaac Hale



What others said
“‘We, the undersigned, have been acquainted with 
the Smith family, for a number of years, while they 
resided near this place, and we have no hesitation 
in saying, that we consider them destitute of that 

moral character, which ought to entitle them to 
the confidence of any community. They were 

particularly famous for visionary projects, spent 
much of their time in diggings for money which 

they pretended was hid in the earth; and to this 
day, large excavations may be seen in the earth, 
not far from their residence, where they used to 
spend their time in digging for hidden treasures. 

Joseph Smith, Senior, and his son Joseph, were in 
particular, considered entirely destitute of moral 

character, and addicted to vicious habits…’”



The Mormon Church: 
The Start of Mormonism

• 14 years Old: ’all 
churches are an 
abomination.’ 

• 17 years old: Angel 
Moroni tells him about 
the Golden plates.  
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Mormon Scripture

• Doctrine & Covenants 

• Pearl of Great Price 

• Words of Living Prophets 



A false gospel?

1 John 4:1 
	 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test 

the spirits to see whether they are from God, for 
many false prophets have gone out into the 

world.
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God’s STANDARD for Prophets

But the prophet who speaks a word presumptuously in My 
name which I have not commanded him to speak, or which he 

speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die. You 
may say in your heart, 'How will we know the word which the 
LORD has not spoken? When a prophet speaks in the name 
of the LORD, if the thing does not come about or come true, 
that is the thing which the LORD has not spoken the prophet 
has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.  

~Deuteronomy 18:20-22
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God’s STANDARD for Prophets 
Prophets must meet God’s standard

The mark of a TRUE prophet of 
God: 

ALL prophecies come true. 

The mark of a FALSE prophet: 

Prophecies don’t come 
true. 

Even if it is only one!
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New Jerusalem Prophecy
1A revelation of Jesus Christ unto his servant Joseph Smith, Jun., and six elders, as they united 
their hearts and lifted their voices on high.  

2Yea, the word of the Lord concerning his church, established in the last days for the restoration 
of his people, as he has spoken by the mouth of his prophets, and for the gathering of his saints 
to stand upon Mount Zion, which shall be the city of New Jerusalem. 

3Which city shall be built, beginning at the temple lot, which is appointed by the finger of the Lord, 
in the western boundaries of the State of Missouri, and dedicated by the hand of Joseph Smith, 
Jun., and others with whom the Lord was well pleased. 

4Verily this is the word of the Lord, that the city New Jerusalem shall be built by the gathering of 
the saints, beginning at this place, even the place of the temple, which temple shall be reared in 
this generation. 

5For verily this generation shall not all pass away until an house shall be built unto the Lord, and a 
cloud shall rest upon it, which cloud shall be even the glory of the Lord, which shall fill the house.
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New Jerusalem Prophecy
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Christ’s Return Prophecy

There are those of the rising generation 
who shall not taste death till Christ comes. 

~Joseph Smith April 6, 1843
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David Smith Prophecy

• Joseph Smith makes a prophecy that his 
unborn child will be called David, and will be 
“church president and king over Israel”. 
~(April-May 1844) 
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The Inspired Version of the Bible?

 38



Inspired Version of the Bible
	 It is generally known by members of the Church that the prophet 

Joseph Smith made what he called a ‘new translation’ of the Bible. What is 
not so generally known is why the translation was made, how it was made, 
and what its usefulness is and has been in the Church. The Prophet’s main 
work of revising, correcting, or translating the Bible was done during the 
three-year period from June 1830 to July 1833. During this time he and his 

scribes went through the Old and New Testaments of the King James 

Version and produced nearly 500 pages of manuscript, containing 

thousands of variant readings and new passages 

that clarify and enhance the message of the Bible…
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Inspired Version of the Bible

“I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him 
who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different 

gospel; which is really not another; only there are 
some who are disturbing you and want to distort the 

gospel of Christ. But even if we, or an angel from 
heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to 

what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed!” 
Galatians 1:6-8
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The Book of Mormon

What every Mormon 
missionary will ask: 

Have you prayed about it? 
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The Book of Mormon: 
Occult origins?

• What witnesses said 

• Translation by 
scrying!
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The Book of Mormon: 
Plagiarism?

King James 

27,000 words 
copied 

Clarification words 
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Inspired Version of the Bible
“It deals with the destruction of Jerusalem and the scattering of 

Israel, as the Book of Mormon does. It deals with the future 
gathering of Israel, and the restoration of the Ten Tribes, as the 

Book of Mormon does. It emphasizes and uses much of the material 
from the prophecies of Isaiah, including whole chapters, as the 

Book of Mormon does... It holds that the peopling of the New World 
was by migrations from the Old, the same as does the Book of 

Mormon. It takes its migrating people into a country where “never 
man dwelt,” just as the Book of Mormon takes its Jaredite colony 

into “that quarter where there never had man been.” 
~B.H. Roberts
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Archeological evidence for the 
book of Mormon

The Smithsonian 

“The Smithsonian considers the 
Book of Mormon a religious 
document and not a scientific guide. 
The Smithsonian Institution has 
never used it in archaeological 

research and has found no 
archaeological evidence 
to support its claims.” 
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Archeological evidence for the 
book of Mormon

• National Geographic: 

…We know of no archaeological evidence 
that corroborates the ancient history of 
the Western Hemisphere as presented in 
the Book of Mormon, nor are we aware of 
empirical verification of the places named 
in the Book of Mormon… Archaeologists 
and other scholars have long probed the 
hemisphere's past, and the Society does 
not know of anything found so far that 
has substantiated the Book of Mormon… 
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Archeological Errors 
Horses in the Book of Mormon

• 1 Nephi 18:25 [Around 589 B.C.] 

• Enos 1:21 [From 544 to 421 B.C.] 

• Alma 18:9-12  [Around 90 B.C.]  

• 3 Nephi 3:22 [Around A.D. 17
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Archeological Errors 
Barley & Wheat in the Book of Mormon
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• Mosiah 7:22, 9:9 [Around 121 B.C”]  

• Alma 11:7, 15 [Around 82 B.C.] 



Are We Serving The Same Jesus? 
Welcome to Paris?!?
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Are We Serving The Same Jesus? 
Welcome to Paris?!?
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Are We Serving The Same Jesus? 
Welcome to Paris?!?
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Are We Serving The Same Jesus?
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A Look at Scripture: 
Passages used by Mormon missionaries

Matthew 5:48  

48Therefore you 
are to be perfect, 
as your heavenly 
Father is perfect.
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A Look at Scripture: 
Passages used by Mormon missionaries

1 Corinthians 15:40-42  

40There are also celestial bodies, and bodies 
terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one, 
and the glory of the terrestrial is another. 

41There is one glory of the sun, 
and another glory of the moon, 
and another glory of the stars: 
for one star different from 
another star in glory. 42So also is the 

resurrection of the dead. It is sown in 
corruption; it is raised in incorruption:  
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A Look at Scripture: 
Passages used by Mormon missionaries
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The Earthly Body Versus the Heavenly Body in 

1 Corinthians 15 

Scripture Passage
Pre-resurrection 

(Terrestrial Body)

Post-resurrection 

(Celestial Body

1 Corinthians 15:40	 Earthly Heavenly

1 Corinthians 15:42		 Perishable Imperishable

1 Corinthians 15:43 Weak Powerful

1 Corinthians 15:44 Natural Supernatural

1 Corinthians 15:53 Mortal Immortal



A Look at Scripture: 
Passages used by Mormon missionaries

• Psalm 82:6 

6I said, ‘You are 
gods, 

And all of you are 
sons of the Most 

High…’ 
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There is only one God!
Isaiah 43:10 

…Before Me there was no God formed, and 
there will be none after Me. 

  

Isaiah 44:6 
Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and 
his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: ‘I am the 

first and I am the last, and there is no God 
besides Me.  

Isaiah 45:22 
Turn to Me and be saved, all the ends of the 
earth; For I am God, and there is no other.
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God did not evolve!

Psalm 90:2 
2Before the mountains were born 

or You gave birth to the earth and the world, 
even from everlasting to everlasting, You are 

God. 

Psalm 93:2 
Your throne is established from of old; you 

are from everlasting. 

Deuteronomy 33:27 
‘The eternal God is a dwelling place… 
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Origin of this theology

Genesis 3:4-5 
	 4The serpent said to 

the woman, "You surely will 
not die! 5"For God knows 

that in the day you eat 
from it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be 
like God, knowing good 

and evil." 
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Origin of this theology:

Isaiah 14:12-14 
12How you have fallen from heaven, morning star, son of the 

dawn! You have been cast down to the earth, you who once laid 
low the nations! 13You said in your heart, “I will ascend to the 

heavens; I will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit 
enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of 

Mount Zaphon. 14I will ascend above the tops of the 
clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.” 
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The Mormon Tabernacle
“…Satan disguises 

himself as an angel of 
light.” 

~II Corinthians 11:14 



The Mormon Tabernacle
“…Satan disguises 

himself as an angel of 
light.”   

~II Corinthians 11:14



The Mormon Tabernacle
“But even if we, or an 

angel from heaven, 
should preach to you a 
gospel contrary to what 

we have preached to 
you, he is to be 

accursed!” 
~Galatians 1:8



Our Mormon Friends:

“[Satan’s] servants 
also masquerade as 

servants of 
righteousness…”  

~II Corinthians 11:15
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