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Lesson II: Overview 
Christianity vs. World Religions



The Reliability of Scripture
Lesson 3:
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Lesson III: Overview

• The uniqueness of the Bible 

• Manuscript evidence 

• Archeological evidence 

• Extra-Biblical evidence
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The uniqueness of the Bible Part I:
Predictive prophecy
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Predictive Prophecy Examples:

• Isaiah 44:28 

	“It is I who says of  Cyrus, 'He is My 
shepherd! And he will perform all My 
desire’ And he declares of Jerusalem, 'She 
will be built,’ and of the temple, 'Your 
foundation will be laid.”
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The Uniqueness of the Bible: Part I

• Jesus’ Birth  

	 	 Isaiah 9:6	  	  

	For a child will be born to us, a son will be 
given to 	us; and the government will rest on 
His shoulders; and His name will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal 
Father, Prince of Peace. 
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The Uniqueness of the Bible: Part I

• Jesus’ Birth  

	 	 Isaiah 7:14	  	  

	…Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel.  
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The Uniqueness of the Bible: Part I

• Jesus’ Birth  

	 	 Matthew 1:22-23	  

	All this took place to fulfill what the Lord 
had spoken by the prophet: ‘Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 
shall call his name Immanuel’ (which means, 
God with us).
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Predictive Prophecy Examples: Jesus’ Death

Psalm 22:14-18 

I am poured out like water… a 
band of evildoers has 	
encompassed me; They 

pierced my hands and my 
feet. They look, they stare at 
me; they divide my garments 	

among them, and for my 
clothing they cast lots. 
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Predictive Prophecy Examples: Jesus’ Death

Isaiah 53:4-5 

	 “…He was pierced for 
our transgressions, he was 
crushed for our iniquities; 

the punishment that 
brought us peace was 
upon him, and by his 	

wounds we are healed.” 



The uniqueness of the Bible Part II: 
Manuscript Evidence

66 Books 

1500 years 

40 Authors 

Kings & Shepherds  

Scholars and Fishermen… 
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The uniqueness of the Bible Part II

3 Languages 

Hebrew  

Aramaic 

Greek 

3 Continents 

Asia 

Africa 

Europe 
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The uniqueness of the Bible Part II

Old Testament: 

• The Law provides the 
“foundation for Christ” 

• The historical books show “the 
preparation” for Christ 

• The poetical works aspire to 
Christ 

• The prophecies display an 
“expectation” of Christ
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The uniqueness of the Bible Part II

New Testament: 

• The “Gospels…record the 
historical manifestation of Christ. 

• Acts tells of how the message of 
Christ was spread to the nations 

• The Epistles give the 
interpretation of Christ 

• In Revelation is found the 
fulfillment of all things in Christ.



Arguments Against the Bible:
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• Altered 

• Fairy-tales 

Can Scripture be Trusted? 
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Why was the Bible written?

God commanded it! 
Exodus 34:27 

• Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write down 
these words, for in accordance with these 
words I have made a covenant with you and with 
Israel.”



Who wrote the books of the Bible? 
What were their qualifications?

Inspiration  
John 14:26 

2 Peter 1:21 

2 Timothy 3:16 
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God’s STANDARD for Prophets

The mark of a TRUE prophet of 
God: 

ALL prophecies come true. 

The mark of a FALSE prophet: 

Prophecies don’t come 
true. 

Even if it is only one!
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Who wrote the books of the Bible? 
What were their qualifications?

• Moses parted the Red Sea, 
brought water out of a rock…  

• Elijah called down fire  

• Peter healed a lame man, raises 
Tabitha from the dead, curses 
Ananias and Sapphira who both 
collapse and die instantly.  

• Paul brings Eutychus back to life, 
shakes off the viper, and heals 
many people.
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Other determining factors

• Did the message tell 
the truth about 
God? 

• Does the book 
come with the power 
of God?
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Other determining factors

• Was the book 
accepted by the 
people of God? 
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Why were books preserved?

The Jewish people 
preserved the writings 
of their prophets 
because they believed 
them to come directly 
from God. 
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Were any books removed?

• No. There were never books that were removed 
from the Bible.
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Were any books removed?

Old Testament: 

• Tobit 

• Judith 

• 1-2 Maccabees 

• Wisdom 

• Sirach 

• Baruch
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Were any books removed?

Why were these books rejected? 

• These books were never mentioned in the New 
Testament.  

• In fact, Jesus describes the extent of the Old 
Testament, and it does not include the Apocryphal 
books: 

• Matthew 23:34-35 and Luke 11:49-51 
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Were any books removed?

New Testament: 

• Infancy Gospel of Thomas 

• Gospel of Thomas 

• Gospel of Judas 

• Several others 
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The New Testament “National Enquirer”

• Just because 
something claims to 
be “news” does not 
make it news.  

• Likewise, just because 
something claims to 
be “Scripture” doesn’t 
make it Scripture. 
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The New Testament “National Enquirer”

The Infancy Gospel of 
Thomas 

• Jesus killed the son 
of Annas because he 
“drained the water 
from a pond that 
Jesus had been 
collecting:
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The New Testament “National Enquirer”

The Gospel of Thomas 

• Jesus kills another 
boy for bumping 
into him 

• Jesus blinds people 
for harassing him.

~You won't like me when I'm angry~
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The Gospel of Thomas
One scholar writes: 

“The student is able to compare this literature with the 
acknowledged books of the New Testament. If he has misgivings 

about the formation of the canon, feeling that perhaps the 
endorsement of the books was somewhat arbitrary, it is morally 
certain that he will be won to a position of complete confidence 
in the superiority of the New Testament books on the basis of 

comparison.”   
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The Canonicity of the Bible 

It is important to remember that the Christian 
church did not canonize any book. 

• Canonization was determined by God. 
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The Canonicity of the Bible 

16All Scripture is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training in righteousness, 
17that the man of God may be complete, 

equipped for every good work.  
(2 Tim. 3:16-17) 
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Has the Bible been altered over time? 



 35

Julius CaesarAristotle



 36

Julius CaesarAristotle
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Julius CaesarAristotle
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Homer’s Iliad
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New Testament Manuscripts

Greek manuscripts		 	 	            	 	 	 	  More than 5,000  

Latin Vulgate manuscripts		                                  	  Over 10,000        

Other early manuscripts	 	 	 	       	   	 	 At least 9,300    

Total of all N.T. manuscripts	 	           	 	 	 Over 24,000
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The Lachish Reliefs

Found in Nineveh 

Shows the fall of Lachish 

Mentioned in the Bible: 

• 2 Kings 18:13 

• 2 Kings 18:17
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The Lachish Reliefs

	 Assyrian troops using siege towers to attack Lachish 
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Sennacherib Prism
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The Cyrus Cylinder
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The Dead Sea Scrolls
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Paul's Ministry

	 Erastus’s name on paving stone.  
The letters are seven inches high.
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Flavius Josephus

• Jewish historian 

• Wrote Antiquities 
(AD 93) 
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Flavius Josephus
About this time arose Jesus, a wise man.  
For he was a doer of marvelous deeds,  

and a teacher of men who gladly receive  
the truth. And when Pilate...had  

condemned him to the cross, those who  
had loved him at first did not cease to do  

so. And even to this day the race of  
Christians, who are named from him, has  

not died out. —Antiquities
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Tacitus

• Roman Senator & 
Historian  

• Wrote Annals between 
AD 115-117 
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Tacitus

Christus, from whom the name  
[Christians] had its origin, suffered  
the extreme penalty during the reign  
of Tiberias at the hand of one of our  

procurators, Pontius Pilate….	—Annals
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Pliny the Younger
• Was a Roman author and 

administrator 
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Pliny the Younger
They were in the habit of meeting on a certain fixed day 
before it was light, when they sang in alternate verses a 
hymn to Christ, as to a god, and bound themselves by a 
solemn oath, not to do any wicked deeds, but never to 

commit any fraud, theft or adultery, never to falsify their 
word, nor deny a trust when they should be called upon 

to deliver it up; after which it was their custom to 
separate, and then reassemble to partake of food- but 

food of an ordinary and innocent kind.
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Lucian of Samosata

• Second-century Greek writer 

• His works contain sarcastic 
critiques of Christianity 
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Lucian of Samosata
The Christians, you know, worship a man to this day- the 

distinguished personage who introduced their novel rites, and was 
crucified on that account…You see, these misguided creatures start 
with the general conviction that they are immortal for all time, which 
explains the contempt of death and voluntary self-devotion which 
are so common among them; and then it was impressed on them by 
their original lawgiver that they are all brothers, from the moment 

that they are converted, and deny the gods of Greece, and worship 
the crucified sage, and live after his laws. All this they take quite on 

faith, with the result that they despise all worldly goods alike, 
regarding them merely as common property
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Early Church Father’s
• Ignatius (A.D. 35 - A.D. 108) 

• Polycarp (A.D. 69 - A.D. 155) 

• Clement (A.D. 35 - A.D. 100) 
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Reviewing the Arguments:
• Altered 

• Fairy-tales 

Can Scripture be Trusted? 
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Addressing the Arguments:
• Predictive Prophecy 

• Manuscript Evidence 

• Archeological Evidence 

• Extra Biblical Evidence
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13For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you 
received the word of God which you heard from us, you 

accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the 
word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe. 

~1 Thessalonians 2:13


